Acute hepatic injury after discontinuation of chemotherapy in a patient with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and chronic hepatitis B virus infection.
We describe a HBsAg-positive patient with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma who underwent aggressive chemotherapy. After discontinuation of chemotherapy, he developed jaundice due to a reactivation of the hepatitis B. Serum HBeAg and HBV DNA turned positive, indicating active virus replication. Abdominal CT-scan showed a large solitary tumour mass in the liver and the serum alpha-fetoprotein level was extremely high, suggesting HBV-related hepatoma. After discontinuation of chemotherapy, the patient died of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and hepatocellular carcinoma. Throughout treatment of HBsAg-positive patients with cytotoxic or immunosuppressive therapy, careful monitoring of serum aminotransferase levels and HBV DNA is essential. Aggressive chemotherapy may have to be discontinued or changed to a milder regimen if hepatitis occurs.